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AbleLight College at CUW 
and CUAA Welcomes You 
AbleLight College at Concordia University Wisconsin & 
Ann Arbor is a two year non credit bearing Certificate of 
Applied Learning in the inclusive environments of the 
Wisconsin and Ann Arbor campuses.  We also offer a 
third year optional Post-Certificate Applied Learning 
Fellowship Year.  

 
All segments of the AbleLight College at CUWAA program offer students with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities the opportunity to receive a full college 
experience.  Through a ‘blended’ model students participate with traditional students 
at each university, combining instruction that is specific to the program along with 
many opportunities to audit traditional courses in the university and experience a 
wealth of practicum and recreational experiences on and off campus. Group and 
individual instruction are offered with an emphasis on development of the whole 
person supported by individual advising, coaching and mentoring all through a 
Person-Centered Approach to planning.  The combination of academics, career 
preparation, daily living skills and campus/community life experiences ultimately 
position each graduate with the tools and experiences needed to take their place in 
the larger community beyond campus as independent adults who are reaching their 
potential as employed citizens living a purposeful and integrated life and contributing 
to the welfare of the community.  All parts of program are grounded in the 
Foundations of CUWAA AbleLight College framework.  
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Message from Senior Director and Team 
Congratulations students for successfully completing the Fall 2023 semester at AbleLight College at CUW and CUAA.  

We are so proud of each one of you for ALL that you have accomplished and are excited to see what unfolds for you in 

the second semester!  As you will see in other sections of this newsletter, there are some really exciting new classes and 

employment experiences students will be involved with second semester.  Some of you held your second major team 

review of your IGSP before the break and the rest of you will be completing in the first couple weeks when you return.  For 

the remaining IGSP whole team reviews meetings for the year (completed 3/31 and 5/11 respectively), you will be 

engaging in enhanced opportunities to further drive your plans including participating in your own progress monitoring of 

goals that you will see happening during your weekly advising meetings.  Your advisors will explain more when you meet.  

The first round of bi-weekly advising reports will be sent the week of 2/6.  On behalf of the entire team with AbleLight 

College at CUW and CUAA, I hope you are having a wonderful holiday season and enjoy your time off.  We look forward 

to welcoming you back to campus in a few weeks! 
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Campus/Community/Employment Highlights 
As the Fall semester 

has come to a close, 

there is much 

excitement here as we 

prepare for Spring 

Semester. On January 

31st, AbleLight College 

at CUW is having a 

open house where 

people can learn more about AbleLight College and get 

a tour of campus.  

CUAA also has an open house on Friday, February 3rd. 

In February, there is a Winter Art Showcase hosted by 

AbleLight College that will be showcasing various types 

of artwork from paintings and drawings, to poems, 

sculptures, and dancing. The theme is celebrating all 

abilities and unlocking potential.This event is open to 

both CUW/CUAA students and faculty to submit up to 

two pieces of artwork. Regarding employment at CUAA, 

students will be participating in a various industries and 

locations, both on and off campus. A few examples 

include, CUAA’s IT department, library, and an off 

campus preschool. At CUW, in January students will 

undergo onboarding, training, and a taxi training 

refresher. Student will continue to enhance both soft and 

hard  employability skills in a variety of new 

environments or a continuation of current role with 

added responsibilities which will be  measured using a 

variety of assessment tools. Students at CUW will be 

participating in various employment and internship 

experiences including but not limited to Concordia Crew 

Leader, Library Data Entry Admin, Stewardship, Retail 

Social Media, Art Oasis Instructor, Central Bark Dog 

Care, Student Newsletter, All Abilities Fitness Coach, 

and Sodexo Dinning. 

 
Classroom Excitement 
Students will notice a new class on their schedules for 

Spring Semester at CUW and CUAA. It is a study lab led 

by an SSA to provide students with an opportunity to 

focus on specific reinforcement of material through a 

guided supported study hour. Additionally, students will 

be given the opportunity to participate in various 

activities in the evenings led by their RAs including a 

study hour and fitness hour. Students at both campuses 

are participating in various traditional classes this 

coming Spring Semester. At the CUW campus, these 

classes include but are not limited to Foundations of 

Education, Digital Photography, Foundations of 

Computer Science, Design Fundamentals, Intro to 

Writing, Acting for the Camera, Interpersonal 

Communications, Aerobics, Best Practices in Engaging 

Adolescents, Psychology of Sports, Careers in 

Communication, Principles of Finance, 3D Modeling, and 

Metal Arts.  

 

AbleLight students at CUAA for Spring Semester will be 

participating in classes such as Film and Video 

Production,Journalism, Principles of Management, 

Introduction to Sports and Entertainment Business, 

Cultural Geography, American Government, College 

Algebra,Chapel Choir, and Planning for Curriculum and 

Instruction for Young Children. 
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  Important Dates 
Jan. 22nd  Students return back to campus  

after 4pm 

Jan. 23rd First day of Spring Semester classes 

Jan. 31st AbleLight College Open House (CUW) 

Feb. 3rd  AbleLight College Open House (CUAA) 

Feb. 23rd  Winter Art Showcase 

March 13-17th Spring Break Begins 

April 6th Easter Break Begins 

May 13th  Graduation Day 

 

Happy Birthday! 
12/1 Julia Hirt(CUAA SSA)  
12/29 Roscoe Cummings (CUAA Instructor)  
1/6 Angela Post (CUAA Director of 

Admissions) 
1/14 Lydia G(CUW Student) 
1/14 Jane Howell (CUW Coordinator of    

Admissions) 
1/27  Stephanie O’Connor (Senior Director    

Education&Transition Services) 
 

Finish the Sentence: What I’m looking forward to most about Winter Break is… 

“Going to California and Las Vegas!”-Nash 
“Being with my family.” -Lydia G. 
“Sledding” -Keaton 
“Spending time with family” -Emily P.  
“Watching movies” -Geneveive 
“Family” -Elijah 
“Spending time with my family and finishing out the year!” -Deschon 
“Doing basketball managing!” -Nick H. 
“Seeing my sisters because they’re both living in two different states.” -Lydia W. 
“Skiing.”-Charlie 
“Christmas,family, and New Years.” -Anastasia 
“Seeing family and friends.” -Molly B. (CUW) 
“Going to North Carolina.” -Emily W. 
“Hanging out at home and doing my business which is sculpture making and welding or going on 
vacation.” -Griffin 
“I get to go home and see my family and get a break from school.” -Andy 
“I’m looking forward to seeing my relative.” -Brian(CUAA) 
“Excited to go home and find a job during break.” -Joe(CUAA) 
“I’m looking forward to spending time with my family.” -Molly(CUAA) 
“Excited to go home and spend time with friends and family.” -Jack(CUAA) 
 



The Light | December 2022 

 

   4 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
Meet Elijah 

Hometown: Greenville, WI 
High School: Bridges Virtual Academy 
Year in school: 2nd year at CUW 
Favorite Color: Blue 
Favorite Class: I don’t have one 
Fun Facts: “I like dogs, trains and video games!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meet Nick! 
Hometown:Fond Du Lac 
High school: Fond Du Lac High School 
Year in school: 1st year at CUW 
Favorite Color: Orange 
Favorite Class: I don’t have one 
Fun Facts: “I have a dog named Nilla and I like to walk my dog. I 
also like to play video games!” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet Brian 

Hometown: Saline, MI 
High School: Saline High School 
Year in school: 1st year at CUAA 
Favorite Color: Red 
Favorite Class: Art class 
Fun Facts: “I have an encyclopedia memory of pop culture. I like 
comic books. I have a good sense of humor.” 
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CAMPUS COLLAGE 
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Don’t forget to like and follow our facebook and instagram page! 
 Facebook AbleLight College CUW (AbleLight College-Wisconsin) and Facebook AbleLight College 
CUAA (AbleLight College Ann Arbor)  
And Instagram AbleLight College CUW  (@ablelightcollege_cuw) and Instagram AbleLight College 
CUAA (@ablelight_aa)  
 
To sign up for newsletters, please contact Jillian.Seidl@ablelight.org 

STUDENT & STAFF SHOUTOUTS 
Congratulations to… 
 

All CUWAA AbleLight students for completing Fall 

Semester! We look forward to seeing you back on 

campus soon! 

 
 

 
 

Let your LIGHT  
shine bright! 

https://www.facebook.com/AbleLightCollegeCUW
https://www.facebook.com/AbleLightCollegeAA
https://www.facebook.com/AbleLightCollegeAA
https://www.instagram.com/ablelightcollege_cuw/
https://www.instagram.com/ablelightcollege_aa/
https://www.instagram.com/ablelightcollege_aa/
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